
Fueling the Climate Crisis: Exposing Big Oil’s

Disinformation Campaign to Prevent Climate Action

 oversightdemocrats.house.gov/committee-activity/hearings/fueling-the-climate-crisis-exposing-big-oil-s-disinformation-

campaign-to

Fueling the Climate Crisis: Exposing Big Oil’s Disinformation

Campaign to Prevent Climate Action

Hearing

Date:

Thursday, October 28, 2021

Time:

10:30 AM

Location:

1/6

https://oversightdemocrats.house.gov/committee-activity/hearings/fueling-the-climate-crisis-exposing-big-oil-s-disinformation-campaign-to


Capitol Complex, 2154 RHOB, Washington, DC, 20515, USA

There was no video broadcast for this event.

Agenda

Watch on YouTube

Chairwoman Carolyn B. Maloney's Opening Statement [PDF]

2/6

https://youtu.be/xq-ZupAJTyY
https://oversightdemocrats.house.gov/imo/media/doc/2021-10-28%20CBM%20Opening%20Statement.pdf


Watch on YouTube

Washington D.C. (October 22, 2021)â€” On Thursday, October 28, 2021, at 10:30 a.m. ET,

Rep. Carolyn B. Maloney, the Chairwoman of the Committee on Oversight and Reform, and

Rep. Ro Khanna, the Chairman of the Subcommittee on the Environment, will hold a hearing

to examine the fossil fuel industryâ€™s long-running, industry-wide campaign to spread

disinformation about the role of fossil fuels in causing global warming. 

The fossil fuel industry has had scientific evidence about the dangers of climate change since

at least 1977.  Yet for decades, the industry spread denial and doubt about the harm of its

productsâ€”undermining the science and preventing meaningful action on climate change

even as the global climate crisis became increasingly dire, and its deadly impact on

Americans increased. 

More recently, some large fossil fuel companies took public stances in support of climate

actions while privately continuing to block reforms, invest overwhelmingly in fossil fuel

extraction, and support efforts to extend the life of fossil fuel investments.  The industry

reportedly spends billions to promote climate disinformation through branding and lobbying.  

Moreover, they increasingly outsource lobbying to trade groups, obscuring their own roles in

disinformation efforts. 

On September 16, 2021, the Chairs sent letters to top fossil fuel executives requesting

documents and communications related to their organizationâ€™s role in supporting
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https://youtu.be/DZdEHlHw6TM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xq-ZupAJTyY
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/16092015/exxons-own-research-confirmed-fossil-fuels-role-in-global-warming/
https://www.ucsusa.org/sites/default/files/attach/2015/07/The-Climate-Deception-Dossiers.pdf
https://www.ucsusa.org/sites/default/files/attach/2015/07/The-Climate-Deception-Dossiers.pdf
https://climate.nasa.gov/vital-signs/global-temperature/
http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/billions/
https://www.chevron.com/sustainability/environment/climate-policy
https://energyfactor.exxonmobil.com/insights/partners/commitment-paris-agreement/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/jul/19/big-oil-climate-crisis-lobby-group-api
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-fossilfuel-climate-change-adverti/fossil-fuel-firms-face-new-challenge-over-greenwashing-ads-idUSKCN2DZ00B
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/12/13/climate/cafe-emissions-rollback-oil-industry.html
https://influencemap.org/report/How-Big-Oil-Continues-to-Oppose-the-Paris-Agreement-38212275958aa21196dae3b76220bddc
http://www.channel4.com/news/revealed-exxonmobils-lobbying-war-on-climate-change-legislation
https://oversightdemocrats.house.gov/news/press-releases/oversight-committee-launches-investigation-of-fossil-fuel-industry


disinformation and misleading the public to prevent action on the climate crisis.  To date, all

the fossil fuel entities have failed to adequately comply with the Committeeâ€™s request.

Witnesses

WITNESSES

Mr. Darren Woods

Chief Executive Officer

ExxonMobil Corporation                   

Mr. David Lawler

Chief Executive Officer

BP America Inc.

Mr. Michael K. Wirth

Chief Executive Officer

Chevron Corporation

Ms. Gretchen Watkins

President

Shell Oil Company

Mr. Mike Sommers

President

American Petroleum Institute

Ms. Suzanne Clark

President and Chief Executive Officer

U.S. Chamber of Commerce

Mr. Neal Crabtree (Minority witness)
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https://oversightdemocrats.house.gov/imo/media/doc/Woods%20Testimony.pdf
https://oversightdemocrats.house.gov/imo/media/doc/Written%20Testimony%20-%20David%20Lawler.pdf
https://oversightdemocrats.house.gov/imo/media/doc/Wirth%20Testimony.pdf
https://oversightdemocrats.house.gov/imo/media/doc/2021-10-28%20Statement%20of%20Gretchen%20Watkins.pdf
https://oversightdemocrats.house.gov/imo/media/doc/Sommers%20-%20President%20and%20CEO%20API%20-%20Testimony.pdf
https://oversightdemocrats.house.gov/imo/media/doc/Clark%20Testimony.pdf
https://oversightdemocrats.house.gov/imo/media/doc/Crabtree%20Opening%20Statement.pdf
https://oversightdemocrats.house.gov/imo/media/doc/Crabtree%20Opening%20Statement.pdf


Former Welding Foreman

Keystone XL Pipeline

Meeting Documents

Notice

Memo

Update NOTICE - Time Change

Attendance

UC - Rep. Cloud - Biden ask OPEC

UC - Rep. Cloud - Biden lifts US Sanctions

UC - Rep. Cloud - China is Planning to Build 43 New Coal-Fired..

Cloud UC - Climate-Related Deaths

Cloud UC - Energy costs are stoking inflation

Cloud UC - Home heating sticker shock- The cost of natural gas is up 180 percent

UC - Rep. Cloud - Politico - Europe warns its gas price surge

UC - Rep. Cloud - Qatar Petroleum signs 15-year LNG...

UC - Rep. Cloud - Qatar Petroleum to boost LNG production

UC - Rep. Cloud - Qatar Places $760Mil Order with China

UC - Rep. Cloud - Russia Projects oil output

UC - Rep. Cloud - The US was right - Europe

UC - Rep. Cloud- While Western Nations Kill Energy

UC - Rep. Cloud - With a pen stroke, Pres Joe Biden....

Rep Gerald Connolly Statement for the Record

UC - Rep Tlaib - Chevron's Global Destruction

UC - Rep Quigley - API Blatant Hipocrisy

UC - Rep. Raskin - DIstrict Court Judge Caproni ruling on motion to dismiss

Responses to QFR's from Shell Oil Company, Ms. Watkins

Responses to QFR's from U.S. Chamber of Commerce

Responses to QFR's from American Petroleum

Transcript

Responses to QFR's From BP America, Inc.

UC- DeSaulnier- Inside Climate News- Exxon Confirmed Global Warming Consensus in

1982 with In-House Climate Models

UC- DeSaulnier- Inside Climate News- Exxon Sowed Doubt About Climate Science for

Decades by Stressing Uncertainty

UC- DeSaulnier- Inside Climate News- Exxon's Business Ambition Collided with Climate

Change Under a Distant Sea
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https://docs.house.gov/meetings/GO/GO00/20211028/114185/HHRG-117-GO00-20211028-SD001.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/GO/GO00/20211028/114185/HHRG-117-GO00-20211028-SD002.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/GO/GO00/20211028/114185/HHRG-117-GO00-20211028-SD003.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/GO/GO00/20211028/114185/HHRG-117-GO00-20211028-MbrRoster.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/GO/GO00/20211028/114185/HHRG-117-GO00-20211028-SD005.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/GO/GO00/20211028/114185/HHRG-117-GO00-20211028-SD006.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/GO/GO00/20211028/114185/HHRG-117-GO00-20211028-SD007.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/GO/GO00/20211028/114185/HHRG-117-GO00-20211028-SD008.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/GO/GO00/20211028/114185/HHRG-117-GO00-20211028-SD009.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/GO/GO00/20211028/114185/HHRG-117-GO00-20211028-SD010.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/GO/GO00/20211028/114185/HHRG-117-GO00-20211028-SD011.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/GO/GO00/20211028/114185/HHRG-117-GO00-20211028-SD012.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/GO/GO00/20211028/114185/HHRG-117-GO00-20211028-SD013.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/GO/GO00/20211028/114185/HHRG-117-GO00-20211028-SD014.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/GO/GO00/20211028/114185/HHRG-117-GO00-20211028-SD014.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/GO/GO00/20211028/114185/HHRG-117-GO00-20211028-SD015.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/GO/GO00/20211028/114185/HHRG-117-GO00-20211028-SD016.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/GO/GO00/20211028/114185/HHRG-117-GO00-20211028-SD016.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/GO/GO00/20211028/114185/HHRG-117-GO00-MState-C001078-20211028.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/GO/GO00/20211028/114185/HHRG-117-GO00-20211028-SD018.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/GO/GO00/20211028/114185/HHRG-117-GO00-20211028-SD019.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/GO/GO00/20211028/114185/HHRG-117-GO00-20211028-SD020.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/GO/GO00/20211028/114185/HHRG-117-GO00-20211028-QFR002.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/GO/GO00/20211028/114185/HHRG-117-GO00-20211028-QFR003.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/GO/GO00/20211028/114185/HHRG-117-GO00-20211028-QFR004.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/GO/GO00/20211028/114185/HHRG-117-GO00-Transcript-20211028.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/GO/GO00/20211028/114185/HHRG-117-GO00-20211028-QFR006.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/GO/GO00/20211028/114185/HHRG-117-GO00-20211028-SD025.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/GO/GO00/20211028/114185/HHRG-117-GO00-20211028-SD025.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/GO/GO00/20211028/114185/HHRG-117-GO00-20211028-SD026.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/GO/GO00/20211028/114185/HHRG-117-GO00-20211028-SD026.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/GO/GO00/20211028/114185/HHRG-117-GO00-20211028-SD027.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/GO/GO00/20211028/114185/HHRG-117-GO00-20211028-SD027.pdf


UC- DeSaulnier- Inside Climate News- Exxon's Own Research Confirmed Fossil Fuels'

Role in Global Warming Decades Ago Part 1

UC- DeSaulnier- Inside Climate News- Exxon's Own Research Confirmed Fossil Fuels'

Role in Global Warming Decades Ago Part 2

UC- DeSaulnier- Inside Climate News- Highlighting the Allure of Synfuels, Exxon Played

Down Climate Risks

UC- DeSaulnier- LA Times- Big Oil braced for global warming while it fought regulations

UC- DeSaulnier- LA Times- How Exxon went from leader to skeptic on climate change

research

UC- Desaulnier- LA Times- What Exxon knew about the Earth's melting Arctic

UC- DeSaulnier- Letter to AG Harris

UC- DeSaulnier- Letter to AG Lynch

UC- DeSaulnier- Letter to Chaffetz and Cummings

UC- DeSaulnier- Letter to Chair White 2

UC- DeSaulnier- Letter to Chair White

UC- DeSaulnier- Letter to Ms. Stausboll

UC- DeSaulnier- Letter to Oil CEOs

UC - Donalds - Letter to Chairwoman Maloney

Meeting Notes

This hearing will convene in room 2154 of the Rayburn House Office Building and over Zoom,

which has been approved by the House.
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https://docs.house.gov/meetings/GO/GO00/20211028/114185/HHRG-117-GO00-20211028-SD028.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/GO/GO00/20211028/114185/HHRG-117-GO00-20211028-SD028.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/GO/GO00/20211028/114185/HHRG-117-GO00-20211028-SD029.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/GO/GO00/20211028/114185/HHRG-117-GO00-20211028-SD029.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/GO/GO00/20211028/114185/HHRG-117-GO00-20211028-SD030.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/GO/GO00/20211028/114185/HHRG-117-GO00-20211028-SD030.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/GO/GO00/20211028/114185/HHRG-117-GO00-20211028-SD031.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/GO/GO00/20211028/114185/HHRG-117-GO00-20211028-SD032.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/GO/GO00/20211028/114185/HHRG-117-GO00-20211028-SD032.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/GO/GO00/20211028/114185/HHRG-117-GO00-20211028-SD033.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/GO/GO00/20211028/114185/HHRG-117-GO00-20211028-SD034.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/GO/GO00/20211028/114185/HHRG-117-GO00-20211028-SD035.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/GO/GO00/20211028/114185/HHRG-117-GO00-20211028-SD036.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/GO/GO00/20211028/114185/HHRG-117-GO00-20211028-SD037.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/GO/GO00/20211028/114185/HHRG-117-GO00-20211028-SD039.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/GO/GO00/20211028/114185/HHRG-117-GO00-20211028-SD040.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/GO/GO00/20211028/114185/HHRG-117-GO00-20211028-SD041.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/GO/GO00/20211028/114185/HHRG-117-GO00-20211028-SD050.pdf

